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Book Review 


Robinson, William D. (editor) The 
Solid Waste Handbook: A Practical 
Guide. John Wiley & Sons, New, 
York, 1986. 


Robinson has brought together a book 
which is remarkable in several ways. The 
book is a balanced treatment particularly 
of planning, management, and technical 
aspects of solid waste. Unfortunately, this 
work is most weak in its coverage of 
matters of health and the environment, 
although much material on this is impli- 
citly present. Such topics as litter control, 
bottle bills, and receptacles, which would 
be of interest to environmentalists, have 
little or no coverage. 

The content of the book reflects cur- 
rent interests in solid waste management. 
Included are source separation and local 
recycling programs, recycling of mixed 
solid waste (with emphasis on energy 
recovery), and hazardous waste manage- 
ment. The section on hazardous waste 
primarily describes legislation and 
regulations, with very little other discus- 
sion of current technology. Surprisingly , 
the section on collection includes little on 
collection equipment. 

The discussion of sanitary landfills 
includes the expected material regarding 
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types of landfills and operational 
methods. In addition, however, there is 
a substantial section on public involve- 
ment as a means of coping with opposi- 
tion from citizens, as well as discussion 
of leachate control, liner systems, land- 
fill gas, and such methods of processing 
on-site as shredding and baling. Incinera- 
tion also is represented, but as part of the 
discussion of energy recovery. 

One should remember that this volume 
is a handbook, rather than a text. Thus, 
its form makes it convenient for 
reference, but less practical for reading 
from cover to cover. In conclusion, this 
book belongs on the shelf of the en- 
vironmentalist who is concerned with 
solid waste management, but is probably 
too specialized for the generalist. 

Albert F. Iglar, Ph.D. 
East Tennessee State 
University 


Chernobyl Report 
Available From NTIS 


The National Technical Information 
Service has issued a Report on the Acci- 
dent at the Chernobyl Nuclear Power 
Station compiled from the USSR Report 
to the International Atomic Agency in 
August 1986, discussions with Soviet 
representatives attending that meeting, 
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and a report prepared by the International 
Nuclear Safety Advisory Group for the 
Director General of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency. The report in- 
cludes a discussion of the design of the 
Chernobyl Nuclear Station Unit 4, a 
safety analysis of the unit, the accident 
scenario, and assessment of the hazards, 
emergency activities, as well as informa- 
tion on the health and environmental 
consequences of the accident. The 209 
page report is available from NTIS, 
Springfield, VA 22161. Phone (703) 
487-4650. 


Radioactive Waste 
Studied in East 


The Northeast Interstate Low-Level 
Radioactive Waste Commission (New 
Jersey and Connecticut) has contracted 
with Roy F. Weston, Inc., to develop a 
regional low-level radioactive waste 
management plan by this fall. Waste 
stream data are being studied and a 
survey of waste generators will 
characterize current and projected waste 
streams. Existing waste management 
facilities are being reviewed before a 
determination of need is made for addi- 
tional facilities and technologies. Plan- 
ning also includes development of criteria 
for host state and site selection for future 
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